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THE PRESIDENT SUMS UP THE FAR EASTERN
CRISIS
The President replied :
The White House
Washington
January 21,1941
dear joe,—I have given careful consideration to your letter of
December 14.
First, I want to say how helpful it is to have your over-all estimates
and reflections—based as they are upon a rare combination of first-
hand observation, long experience with our Japanese relations, and
masterly judgment. I find myself in decided agreement with your
conclusions.
I also want you to know how much I appreciate your kind words
of congratulation on my re-election and your expression of confidence
in my conduct of our foreign affairs.
As to your very natural request for an indication of my views as
to certain aspects of our future attitude towards developments in the
Far East, I believe that the fundamental proposition is that we must
recognize that the hostilities in Europe, in Africa, and in Asia are
all parts of a single world conflict. We must, consequently, recognize
that our interests are menaced both in Europe and in the Far East.
We are engaged in the task of defending our way of life and our vital
national interests wherever they are seriously endangered. Our
strategy of self-defence must be a global strategy which takes account
of every front and takes advantage of every opportunity to contribute
to our total security.
You suggest as one of the chief factors in the problem of our attitude
towards Japan the question whether our getting into war with Japan
would so handicap our help to Britain in Europe as to make the
difference to Britain between victory and defeat. In this connection
it seems to me that we must consider whether, if Japan should gain
possession of the region of the Netherlands East Indies and the Malay
Peninsula, the chances of England's winning in her struggle with
Germany would not be decreased thereby. The British Isles, the
British in those isles, have been able to exist and to defend themselves
not only because they have prepared strong local defences but also
because as the heart and the nerve centre of the British Empire they
have been able to draw upon vast resources for their sustenance and
to bring into operation against their enemies economic, military,
and naval pressures on a world-wide scale. They live by importing
goods from all parts of the world and by utilizing large overseas
financial resources. They are defended not only by measures of
defence carried out locally but also by distant and widespread
economic, military, and naval activities which both contribute to the
maintenance of their supplies, deny certain sources of supply to their

